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and nobler, and by doing that we are not only helping ourselves but the whole world."
An analysis of these words reveals four vital observations based on Mr. Baldwin's personal experience. First, that the structure of society to be permanent must be of pure English growth; that real leadership and real action are the outcrop of a solid racial seam. Racial pride is the only effective curb on self-interest, for which every industrial scheme this century has broken down. The unpatriotic diffusion of individual energy has undoubtedly placed England at a disadvantage compared with those continental countries that have been forced by disasters to become gregarious. Mr. Baldwin realises that the group of men which helps each other helps the State, whereas'the individual who helps himself disintegrates the State. The tragedy is that the abuse of race interests has caused a material advance that has concealed political decadence.
Secondly, Mr. Baldwin observed that disaster must overtake any society which became attached to a political party. This must now be the experience of the T,U.C. and certainly has been of the House of Lords. The former has paid for the follies of Socialism, the latter has lost its prestige by taking the Conservative Party's ''Whip." In the one case the guardians of the people's freedom have become a revolutionary factor in the State; in the other the leaders in disinterested public service have been sys-tematised into a mere section of the Constitution. If any axiom hangs on Mr. Baldwin's observation it is that organised opinion destroys a natural Catholicism in political life, and that the sectarian bias is bound eventually to destroy the sect.
In the third place, Mr. Baldwin realised that the Friendly Society was a means of teaching the humblest citizen to shoulder the burdens of administrative responsibility. Delegated and localised power represents greater political energy in a community than centralised government*